class (grade or standard) per annum?a rate of progress which is about half that of ordinary elementary school children. With defectives, educational development is not only slower; it also seems to slacken and cease towards the end of the school career.
Many doubtless arrive prematurely at the limit of their mental growth.'' This rule is of practical value as a guide to the regulation of the curriculum of special schools and the average standard of attainment which may fairly be expected in successive classes. However, it should be remembered that the rule is based upon an examination of the children in special schools in London, and is not necessarily applicable to schools where the basis of selection is different.
A There must be defective children whose deafness is less apparent than in this case, yet is sufficient to cause a certain amount of retardation. The lesson of the case, therefore, is that we should pay attention to the acuity of the senses in each case we have to deal with, and perhaps that all children who are admitted to a special school at a sufficiently early age should receive a greater amount of systematic sense training than is always provided for.
